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* Nowe gee ye 
=A, VERY ie who fends for a book, * 
* is to write down the title on a flip of ¥ 
* paper, to fign his name thereto, date it, and * | 
* direét it to, ‘* The Librarian of the Meepic ct * 
% SocieTy of Lonpon.” % 
% IL, No member is allowed to have more, than ¥ 
3 two volumes at a time, in his poffeffion. * 
3 II. The library is open every day in the % 
* week (Saturdays and Sundays excepted) from x, 
. ten in the morning till eleven, when all books y, 
are to be fent for and -returned to’the library ; 
and none to be given out, or received, before-s 
or after thofe hours. “a 
IV. The utmoft time for a member detaigigg. * 


-® a book is, one week for a Sete 3 or duode- * 
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* cimo; two weeks for an oétavo; three weeks * | 
% for a quarto; and four weeks for a folio; * | 
% after which period to be liable to a penalty of * 
% one fhilling per week, as long as he fhall de- %, 
% tain fuch book. : 
V. No manufcript is allowed to be taken yy 

out of the library. = 
VI. All books are to be returned to the li- 


brary in the third week of every December, # ’ 


that the Librarian eleé? may fee whether any be 
wanting before he enters into his office on the ” 
firft of January ; every perfon neglecting to re-. 
turn fuch book, or books, before the twenty-* 
% fifth day of December, is to forfeit five fhillings # 
% for every volume fo detained. * 
% VII. All new publications are to remain in ¥ 
the library, for the fpac ef one month. - * 
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FOR Fe ae 
HE univerfality of complaints arifing 
from Worms, fo defiructive to the bu- 


_ man body, muft make every attempt to render 


thofe Maladies lefs frequent and fatal, a mat- 
ter of importance to the public. The fol- 
lowing fheets were therefore written, not 
only for the perufal of medical practitioners, 
but the information and ae of the com= 
i munity. 

The ineficacy of Pe Memcinis: even | 
thofe efteemed the moft powerful of vermi-— 
fuges, induced me to offer this Treatife to the 
public ; for, although Jome detached pieces re- 
lative to the exhibition of CowHaGE, have | 
at different times appeared in print, (of which 
I have taken notice in the fubfequent part. of 
this work) I do not recollect that any thing } 
has been written profeffedly and practically on - 
that fubject. It 1s therefore prefumed, the 
‘prefent publication may not be deemed unne~ 
ceffary, being intended for the introduction of 
this ufeful anthelmintic into more general ufe, 
and practically to identify two circumffances 
of the utmoft importance, namely, its SAFETY, 
and EFFICACY. 
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Vill Po Rov Been Ga 
Tt is not, however, my dofign,. in the Sol- 


lowing pages, to enter into a minute invefti- 


gation of the nature and caufes of worms _in 
the human P06 or to take up much of the 
readers time in deferibing their fymptoms ; 


thofe have already been fu igficiently enumerated 


and pointed out by preceding WYILEL Se 
My principal view 15. to recommend a Me- 
dicine, hitherto httle known in Europe, but 


which, from its fafety, and powerful effects 


when internally adminiftered, and brought to 
the, tef. of experience, will be found jujily 
Meferving a ARO 28 mM tbe Materia 


Medica. 


London, June roth, 1784. 


ae 


~ elfe has failed. 


A PRACTICAL, 


| R foe TS oe 


HAVE already - figtied in the Pre« 

face, that it is not my intention to enter 
into a prolix detail of the caufes and fymp- 
‘toms of worms: It may not, however, be 
amifs in this place to enumerate the prin- 
cipal caufes and effects produced in the hu- 
man body by thofe deftructive reptiles, for 
the information of fuch, who, not being of 


4 the medical profeflion, may nadeatuctee be 
: 4 inclined to make trial of the remedy here 


recommended: A remedy, perfectly fafe in 


_ its exhibition, and which has been attended 


with the happieft effects after every thing 
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WORMS may be divided into three’ 


{pecies. 

1. The Yeres, or long and round Worm 
which are moft common. | 

2. The Afcarides which are fmaller, and 
chiefly feated in the rectum. 

3. The Tenia, or Tape-worm, which is 
fometimes called alfo So/um, from a fuppo- 
fition that there is feldom more than one of 
the kind in the body; though others will 


have it to be rathet a'chain. of many worms 


_ of the fame fpecies faftened to each other.--- _ 


However this be, the matter is not here 
worth farther difcuffion. 

_. Many inftances have. been adduced, of 
other kinds of worms found in different 
parts of the human body; but the three 


{pecies above enumerated are the moft com- 


mon. 
The Teres, or long and round Worm, is 


found in the fmall inteftines, particularly. 


the jejunum, and fometimes in the ftomach, 
The ftomach, however, does not appear to 


be their natural place of refidence; but being 
irritated, they are liable to ‘be. diflodged — 


from thence, and not unfrequently thrown up 
by 
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Bed | 
by vomit. When thefe worms (as fome= 
times it happens) make their way into the 
cavity of the abdomen, the cafe is mortal. 
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The Caufes of worms are various.. A re« 


_laxed and weak ftomach affords them a ni- 


dus, where they propagate, Gk are nou- 


‘rifhed. 


Our food is full of worms, and their ova. 
It is’ fuppofed by many, that all liquors, 
even the blood itfelf, abound with’ Joe 


ge ~ 


Among the’ chief caufes—eating great 


quantities of crude vegetables, and green 
unripe fruit, may be confidered: 


Hence in the Weft Indies, it happens, 
that among the negroes, (whofe diet con- 
fifts chiefly of vegetables,) * complaints 
arifing from worms, aré much more fre- 


* Plantanes—yams, cocco” Ss cnfitdayih anenee | or 
pigeon peas, and the maize, or Indian corn, conftitute 
the principal part of the diet of negro flaves. The latter, 
of which they are remarkably fond, when juft beginning 
to ripen, caufes worms, more than any thing I know of.— 
Very little animal food comes to the fhare of a negro 
flave—and of this—only fuch as is of the moft indigetti- 
ble kind, as falt herrings, cured beef, pork, Newfound- 
land fith, and the like, 
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quent than amongft the white people; in-. 
fomuch that it is very rare to fee a negro- 

child without a f{woln belly, and other 
iymptoms of this difeafe. 


SymMPTOMS. 


_ There is no appearance, which this com- 
plaint, in fome coniftitutions, will not af- 
fume; infomuch, that an eminent pradtiti- 
oner in the Weft Indies frequently declared, 
that whenever he faw any uncommon and 
violent fymptoms, not immediately to be 
accounted for, and which fuperftitious or 
ignorant people would be apt to attribute to 
witchcraft, he would without hefitation ex- 
hibit anthelmintics, and that in ninety-nine 
cafes out of an hundred, he found himfelf 
right in his conjectures. 

In general, it is not difficult to know 
when a patient is troubled with worms. A 
hard {welled belly, difagreeable breath—a 
‘particular heavinefs, or languid, livid look, 
about the eyes, a fwelling and palenefs of the 
lips---and efpecially of the upper lip---an 
enlargement of the noftrils ; itching of the 
nofe, and an appetite, fometimes loathing | 

‘all. 


| Res. 
_all manner of food, at other times, uncom- 
monly voracious, are almoft always con-_ 
-comitant and unerring fymptoms of this 
_ difeafe. | 
Befides thefe, the face will be fometimes 
pale, at other times, crimfoned over with an 
univerfal flufhing. oe : 
To thefefymptoms fucceed mucous fools*, 
loofenefs---griping pains in the abdomen, a 
dry cough, vomiting---grinding of the teeth 
in fleep, great thirft---frequent pains in the 
fide, a liftleffnefs and want of inclination to 
ftir,---or take exercife-+-and a pulfe, fome-, 
times hard, fometimes weak and quick, but 
always unequal. When the difeafe is far- 
ther advanced, the mucous {tools increafe--- 
cold {weats come on---convulfions, epileptic 
fits--palpitation of the heart, frequent faint- 
ings, lofs of ple hiccup---and finally, 
death itfelf. 


Com kor, 


Various have been the medicines exhj- 


bited for the expulfjon and Pek of 


* From the irritation of the inteftines, their periftaltie 
motion will be increafed, and the fecretion of the mucus. 
will confequently be in larger quantity. 
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thefe inteftine enemies. Bitter purgatiyes, 
oily medicines, preparations of tin---the 
juices of plants celebrated for their anthel- 
mintic Paalinics have all had their turn, and 
all .in their turns have. failed. Even mer- 
cury itfelf has frequently been given, in 
almoft, all its various forms, without any 
other effect than-injuring the conftitution. | 
And here, as it is not improbable that, 
the war being at an end, the number of me- 
dical pra@titioners, migrating to the Weft 
Indies, will be daily increafed ;---for the be- 
nefit of fuch, and of the owners of negroes 
in general, I will take the liberty of obfery- 
ing, that mercury, unlefs very cantioufly 
given, and in very {mall quantities, is rank 
poifon to the conftitution of a negro, The 
many fatal effects I have feen, in the courfe 
of feveral years practice in the ifland of Ja- 
maica, convince me of the truth of what J 
have here afferted. | 
Such practitioners, therefore, (and IL have 
known fuch) who indifcriminately admi- 
nifter mercurial preparations to the negroes 
entrufted ta their care, confult neither their 
own reputation, nor the intereft of their 
employers, whofe number of flaves is too 
2. often 


Le] 
. often leffened, and many ufeful, healthy ne- 
groes deftroyed, by the too frequent, and 
rafh exhibition, of that excellent, but dan~ 
gerous mineral.---Nor are its pernicious ef- 
fects confined to the fons and daughters of 
Africa.--- White people often feel the ill 
conféquences of an indifcreet ufe of it.--- | 
Mercury is to be ufed with much lefs free- 
dom in warm, than in cold climates---and 
the fame quantity, which fhall not produce | 
any fenfible effect in Europe, will in the 
fame conttitution, within the torrid zone; 

operate in.a powerful manner. 

The effects which mercury has upon the 
blood, is well known to thofe who prac- 
tife phyfic. It attenuates, and diffolves the 
fluids. - | 
The blood of fuch negroes, as Work hard 
in hot climates---take but little reft, and 
live moftly upon a vegetable diet, will, even 
in an healthy ftate, be found much thinner, 
and lefs difpofed to coagulate, than that of 
white people. Mercurial medicines, there- 
- fore, are hurtful, by breaking down and de- 
{troying the texture of the blood, already too 
much diffolved, by heat, and the nature of 
their provifions. 
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In Jamaica, it is too common a cuf- 
tom to fend a negro, that receives the 
flighteft {cratch, or has the leaft fore on the 
leg, or foot, to the hot-houfe*, where the 
| poor 


* Upon plantations in the Weft Indies, the apartment 
appropriated for the ufe of the fick and lame negroes be- 
longing to cach refpeCtive plantation, is called, in Jamaica, 
the hot-houfe—in the other iflands, with more propriety, 
the fick-houfe. I cannot fay I ever faw above ten well 
contrived fick-houfes in my life. One of the beft that ever 
I faw, and what may well be confidered as a pattern for 
others, is at Water Valley, in St. Mary’s, (the north-fide 
of the ifland of Jamaica).the eftate of the learned and 1n- 
genious Do&tor James Nafmyth, a gentleman to whom I 
am much obliged for many curious particulars relative to 
the medical properties of many of the Jamaica plants. 

This improper, and abfurd appellation, Hot-hou/e, has 
been productive of more mifchiet, than many proprietors — 
are aware.of, 

A houfe for the fick ought to be as cool, airy, and clean, 
in thofe hot climates, as pofible ; but inftead of this, the 
managers, or overfeers, to whom the building of the Hot- 
houfe, as well as every other office belonging to a fet of 
“works, is tco often entrufted, feem unwilling, that fuch 
a building fhould have its name for nothing; and therefore 
take care that it fhall be Aterallya Hor boufe, by building 
it clofer, and with fewer windows, than any other houfe 
on the eftate. Nay, I have actually feen Hot-houfes 
without. any other aperture for the admiffion of air or 
light, than the door! Architects who build after fuch a 
- fafhion as this, muft have taken their ideas from the 
black-hole at Calcutta.—-What muft the poor wretches 
fuffer, who are locked up at nights, fometimes as many 
crammed togcther as the place will hold—in fuch infernal 
dungeons, under the notion of getting them well’ of 
their different complaints ! 


And 
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poor wretch is immediately confined to the 
ftocks, that the fore may not be enlarged by 
walking about; and there. dofed, twice a 
day, with a folution of corrolive fublimate 
‘in rum, adminiftered in a cup of the de- 
coction of farfaparilla, or lign. guaiacum.-~-- 
In a good habit, the confinement, and keep- 
ing the wound clean, will effect a cure; but 
though in more obftinate cafes, alteratives 
may be, and certainly are, neceflary; yet, 
the indifcriminateexhibition of Van Swieten’s 


And thefe abfurdities will ever triumph over common 
fenfe, fo long as overfeers are permitted to be architects, 
whether they know any thing of the matter, or not. 

It is not to be denied, that among overfeers, are to be 
found many men of genius, men of a liberal education, 
and, in every refpect, unexceptionable. But I mutt fay, 
and I am forry to fay, that far the greater number are 
ftrangely deficient 1n points wherein they think themfelves 
amply informed, Indeed, in points wherein it is ab- 
folutely neceflary, they ought to be well informed. 

I have known many people, who, though they had 
not a fingle idea ab{tracted from making the moft of a 
fugar cane, fet up, on being made overfeers—for men of 

univerfal knowledge. A man of this ftamp, as foon 
as he enters upon his office, becomes in a moment, like 
the Pope, infallible. He not only decides with authority 
upon all queftions relative to the bufinefs of planterfbip 
and fugar-making, bytj as" if by in{fpiration, he com- 
‘mences architect, furveyor, doctor, grazier, diftiller, and 
politician—cum multis aliis—-and it moft commonly hap- 
pens, that he who would feem to know every thing, and 
be a proper judge of every thing, knows, in fact, no- 
thing at all, 


folution, 
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folution, as they call it, to every negro that 
has: a little fore’ on his leg, ‘does more 
harm than good. I have known many good 
conftitutions much injured by its ufe, and 
dropfies brought on by thofe medi- 
cines that were intended at firft to cure a . 

fore leg. ne 
In like manner, mercury adminiftered with 
intent to kill worms has often brought on.a 
worfe difeafe; rheumatifm---bone-ach, from 
taking cold---confumption, afthma---con- 
firmed afcites---have but too often followed 

the injudicious ufeof that medicine. | 
_Ifmercury be given at all for the expul- 
fion of worms, the fafeft way of adminiftrin g 
it has always appeared to me to be in {mall 
dofes of Dimfdale’s  powder*---But even 
this is not always effectual. And it is very 
extraordinary, that where Nature has pointed 
out and fupplied us with the nobleft and fafeft 
anthelmintics, the preparations of Art 
fhould be fubftituted, and preferred, though 
inferior in virtue, and more hazardous in 


their confequences, 


* Calomel & Puly. e chel. Cancror. comp. aa gt. il}. 
Meatrarsnmetic, rape Veber. | 
Pew 
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Few or none of the European medicines are 
equal in efficacy to thofe vermifuges which 
the Eaft and Welt Indies fupply us with. 

Of .thefe, the O/eum Ricini, or Caftor 


Oil, has its excellencies. 


All oily me~ — 
‘ dicines, it 1s true, dre deArichive to worms. 
This oil, therefore, As AN oIL---not only 
kills them, but from its purgative: quality, 
carries them off by ftool.---When, how- 
ever, the worms have attained ftrength and 
fize, they elude the force of the oil, and re- 
main unhurt. 

The Worm-grafs is highly commended by 
many, and is allowed a place among the firit 
Anthelmintics by thofe who have been ac- 
cuftomed to giveit, Its ufe principally ob- 
tainsamong the free blackand Mulattowomen 
of Jamaica, who make a livelihood by 
practifing phyfic among thofe of their own 
colour, with the medicinal herbs which na~_ 
“ture fo abundantly beftows in that climate, 

It is the Anthelmia of Do&eor Browne, 
and the Spigea of Linneus. It is alfo the 
Spigelia ramis indivifis, foliis terminalibus, 
verticillatis, Buttnerj. 

The preparations of it are an infufion, 
decoction, and the clarified juice, 


Doctor 
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Doétor Browne, who, in his Natural Hi/- 
tory.of Ffamaica, gives us the beft methods: 
of preparing it, {peaks very highly’ in its 
praife, Thofe, to whom it is adminiftred, 
are firft affected, as if with a degree of in- 
toxication. . It then procures fleep almoft as 
certainly, and in the fame degree as opium ; 
and the patients eyes, after the fleep is over, 
appear fparkling, and diftended. However,’ 
the exhibition of it is not unattended 
with danger; a very little, too little will 
do no good, and excefs in the dofe, I 
have known Ege of difagreeable ef- 
fects. 

The Afclepias*, which is the Apocynum 
erectum, folio oblongo, &c. of Sloane--- 
from its emetic quality, called Baftard, or 
Wild Ipecacuanha, and by the negroes, 
Red-head, is a powerful vermifuge. 

The ufual way of adminiftering it, is 
either in a decoction, or the expreffed juice 
of the leaves. Of the former, half a pint 
is the ufual dofe to an adult, when intended © 
as an emetic. In the latter form, from a 


* Afclepias erecta, foliis anguftis acuminatis, verti- 
cilliter ternatis, floribus umbellatis. Browne. 
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tea-{poonful to three table-fpoonfuls may be 
given as an emetic according to the age; con- 
{titution, and ftrength of the patient. The 
exprefled juice may alfo be made into a 


fyrup with fugar.---] have known it to 


bring away worms (after operating as an 


emetic) from patients in whom there never 


appeared any fymptoms of them. If there are 
any in the ftomach, it certainly diflodges them. 
When the crude juice is o be adminiftred, 
I. would recommend an addition of an 
equal, or a- double portion of Ipkewarm 


‘water with it, which makes it operate more 


gently, and likewife more effectually. 
. Browne fays, the juice is a powerful , 
aftringent. I cannot fay I ever knew an in- 
{tance of its being aftringent, and therefore 
imagine he muft have taken his account, 
not from his own, experience, but the re- 


port of others. 
The bark of the Buffard Cabbage-Tree 


(hitherto, by Botanifts, very imperfealy 


defcribed, but which the ingenious Botanift 
and Ornithologift, Mr. Robins, of St. 
Mary’s, jamaica, has called Geoffrea, Iner-. 
mis,) ttands among the firft, in the lift of 
powerful vermifuges, | 


Tt 
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It is the bark of a tree, very frequently 

to be met with in the mountainous parts of 
| Jamaica, which grows to a confiderable 
height. ‘The bark is of an ath colour, fome- 
times fpotted- with reddifh, or iron coloured 
fpots.---The outer thin bark, or epidermis, 
being peeled off, the inner bark appears, 
when dry, of a rufty iron colour, and its 
interior furface of a cineritious hue. Al- 
together, when ftripped off the tree, and 
kept for ufe, it is not unlike the elettheria, 
or cafcarilla bark. ‘The wood of the baftard 
cabbage-tree is exceedingly hard and durable, 
and much ufed for the purpofes of building 
where ftrength and ftability are required. 
The leaves are oblong, oval, {mooth, and of 
a beautiful green colour, difpofed in a pin- 
nate form along the ftem. 

Of this tree, there are two forts, the male, 
and the female. The bark. of the female 
only is applied to the purpofes of medicine. 
This latter, in the months of April, May, 
June, and July, appears moft beautifully 
adorned with very large {pikes of. papiliona- 
ceous bloffoms of a purple colour, which are 
fucceeded by a fruit, of the fhape, fize, and 
appearance of a green walnut; being a dru- 


Pas 
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pa, containing one oval kernel, inclofed in a 


hard, {mooth, thin fhell---*.% 


* Doétor Browne has given a very imperfect account of 
this tree, in his Natural Hiftory of Jamaica.—He has not 
-defcribed it in its proper place, but refers it to his appendix, 
which treats only “ sof thofe vegetables Bie charatters are 
not fufficiently known.’ Why he fhould call it a Spigelia, 
I cannot conceive, unlefs it was becaufe he was. fond of 
altering’ Linnzus’s names,—and as he had chofen to give 
Linneeus’s Spigelia, the worm-grafs, his new name’ of 
Anthelmia, (or, as one of his editions has it, ** Anthel- 
menthia,’) he thought proper to transfer the name of Spi- 
gelia to this tree, which has not the leaft refemblance of a 
Spigelia. ae. 

He feems totally ignorant to what clafs and order it 
belongs, as alfo of the charaGters of the flower, which he 
leaves undefcribed. I have endeavoured to fupply | his de- 
ficiencies, by adding that part of the underwritten defcrip- 
tion which is printed in /talics—and which, though not 
ftridtly conformable to the rules of Botany, may neverthe- 
lefs be found fufficient to convey an idea of the flower. 

SPIGELIA foliis oblongis nitidis pinnatis, cortice glabra 
cinereo. 

Flores.in aliis mafculini, in aliis foeminint dicuntur. 

Mas defideratur. 

Foem. Perianthium ? oe phyllum, campanulatum, quin- 
gue-crenatum, purpurajcens. 

Corolla? Papilionacea: -Vexillum amplum, cordato- 
ovatum ; Ale oblonge , Carina bipetala. 

Stamina? DIADELPHIA: Filamenta decem, quorum. 
novem inferne connata, fuperne, libera funt. Decimum vera 
fomplex, a ceteris fejunttum exflat. <Anthere minima, 
oblonga. , 

Piftillum. GrrRMEN ovatum. Srytus brevis atte- 
nuatus, aduncus, fubulatus. STIGMA acutum. 

-Pericarpium. Drupa carnofa, firma, ovata, linea lon-. 
gitudinali lateraliter notata, unilocularis, monofpérmis. 

Semen. Nucreus bilobus, ovatus, membrana tenui: 
obvolutus, &-nauco ligneo glabro, linea longitudinali la- 
teraliter notato, tectus. 

| ‘The 
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The moft ufual way of exhibiting this 
bark, is in decoction. . About an ounce, 
or an ounce and a, half, groflly powdered, 
may be boiled in a quart of water, until it is 
reduced to half a pint. By this time, the 
decoction becomes very high coloured, like 
old Madeira wine, or porter; but if it fhould 
not then attain that colour, (which is gene- 
rally looked on as the criterion of its being. 
properly prepared) the boiling muft be con-, 
tinued longer ; for in a {trong decoction only 
the ethicacy lies. 

The tafte of this decoétion is not unpala-~ 
table, nor is it from any bitternefs that the 
bark. derives its efficacy, as fome have ima-_ 
gined ; \but from a fpecific quality, power- | 
fully noxious to all kinds of worms bred 1 In 
the human body. 

The dofe to children, is from a table 
fpoonful, to a fmall wine-glafs full. Adults 
of a ftrong conftitution may venture on a 
large wine-glafs full. Of: this decodtion, 
a dofe proportionable to the age and confti- 
tution of the patient is to be given, either 
fimply, or fweetened with honey, fugar, or 
molaifes, for three or four mornings fuc- 
ceffively. 
| A 
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- A dofe of fome medicine of the purgative 
kind fhould be then interpofed—fuch as jalap — 
—rhubarb—fal. glaub. or what is ftill bet~ 
‘ter, as more immediately anfwering the in- 
tention, an ounce of oleum ricini, ) 

It is furprizing to fee what effets will 
fometimes follow the exhibition of thefe 
medicines. Large knots of worms, amount- 
ing to fome hundreds, have been voided, 
and the patient, from being reduced to the 
laft extremity, has recovered health: and 
vigour, | 

But if, as fometimes happens, the firtt 
three or four dofes of the decoction fhould 
not have the defired effect, the medicine mutt 
be continued for a few days longer, omit- 
ting it on thofe mornings on which the ~ 
purge is given; and it rarely happens, that — 
fo many as eight or nine dofes aré taken, 
without producing a favourable event. — 

Bad confequences have been faid to arife 
from the too liberal ufe of this medicine. 
For my own part, I never found ahy; and I 
think I have tried it in as many different 
forms, and on as many diffcrent fubjects, 
as moft of the medical profeffion. It is 
true, I have known an over-dofe of it oc- 

C ~~ €afion 
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¢afion great ficknefs at ftomach, and vo- 


miting. But there are very few, even 


of the moft innocent and palatable medi- 
cines, that are not attended with pecu- 


liar inconveniencies, when taken in too. 


large a dofe. 

Much has been {aid boat the particular 
time for gathering, and likewife, for admi- 
niftering the cabbage-tree bark. 

It is a vulgar error, held by many, that 
the bark is not effectual, unlefs it be taken 
from the tree when the moon is at full ; 
others tell us, that its effects are only cer 
tain at the fame feafon, and no other. 

I will not prefume to difpute how far 
the lunar influence may extend its power 
over the juices of vegetables; or whether 
there is in fact any material. | difference be- 
tween the circulating fluids of a plant, at 
this time, and at other feafons. I muft, 
however, beg leave to differ from thofe who 
hold this opinion, as to the bark .here men- 
tioned, becaufe I have found it to anfwer 
all my purpofes, although {tripped from 
the tree when the moon was not near the 
full; and to be in all refpects as effeCtual, 


when adminiftered at any other time of — 


the 


Bi oe 


the moon’s age, as at the period fo much 


infifted on. 


Befides the Lenadtiont this harle ~ been 


found efficacious, when taken in fubftance, 


- finely powdered.—From five grains to a 


{cruple, may with fafety be ventured on; 


and even farther. Combined with jalap, it 
operates with greater certainty of fucceds 
than when exhibited by itfelf. — 

‘Some years ago, the fmall-pox happening 


to make its appearance in that part: of the — 


ifland of Jamaica where I refided, it was 


preparations for inoculating all perfons, 


- 


_ thought expedient on that occafion to make — 


ode eae lorid: blab Ge had nee Sad” 


this diforder. 

~Thofe white people, whom I attended, 
and the negroes belonging to the different 
eftates and (ficients which I had the care 
of, were forthwith put under a preparatory 


regimen. 


The antiphlogiftic method, recommended 
by Baron Dimfdale, as being the moft ap- 
plicable to the climate—(as well as the moft 
rational, in azy climate) is of courfe the 
-moft univerfally oye in that part of the 
world, 

Pee po a De 
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The meréutial preparation, given ovér 
night, I did not ftri¢tly adhere to. To the 
{trongeft negroes, the quantity of calomel 
given for a fingle dofe, never exceeded three 
grains.-+=To fome, I judged it altogether 
improper to give any. 

_ But as the very {mall annual fum allowed 
to furgeons, for the care of negroes in the 
country parts, will not admit of, the exhibi- 
tion of very expenfive medicines, I was re- 
duced to the neceffity of fetting my inven« 


tion to work, to find out a cheap purgative, — 


that. fhould at the fame time be fafe and 


efficacious. 

Even Epfom, and Glauber’s falts, were too 
-expenfive ; and fo was jalap. 

The four o’clock-flower (Mirabilis) grew 
_ in great plenty about the place, This is the 
jalapium officinale ; arid the roots of this, 
{liced and dried, were not to be diftinguifhed 
from the common jalap of the fhops. 

But whether from the . difference of 


| 


climate, or foil, the Jamaica. jalap has — 
not the fame effect as that which is brought 
to us from South America. I was obliged” 


to give it in double quantity; and. even 
then 
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then it did not always take effect. The 

largenefs of the dofe rendered it difgufting. 
At laft, I determined to try how far the 

cabbage-bark, combined with a fmall quan- 

tity of the true jalap, might affift its ope- 

ration ; or rather, what effects might be 


the refult of fuch a combination. I gave _ | 


ten grains of jalap only, with ten ‘grains of 
the bark, in’ water, to an adult, of a robuft 
conftitution. It fucceeded beyond my ex- 
pectation as a purgative. I made a few 
more trials with equal fuccefs. - a 
After this, I prepared a large quantity of 
equal parts of jalap and cabbage-tree- bark, 
as a common purging powder for negroes .of 
all denominations, which I found to anfwer — 
very well in dofes of half a drachm; and in 
fome few cafes wherein it did not operate fo 
well, two or three grains of gamboge, 
thrown in, to quicken its operation, pro- 
duced the defired effect, . 
| This experiment convinced me of two 
facts. Firft, the univerfality of the com- 
plaint of worms among negroes; for, of 
two hundred and fifty-four negroes, whom | 
I had then under preparation, two bun- 
, ‘aig and fixteen took the cabbage-bark ; of 
: ae | whom, 
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whom, one hundred and ninety-three pafled 
worms, after taking the powder two or 
three times. Among thefe, I do not reckon 
_feveral new negroes, and others that I could 
expect no exaét account from. The re- 
maining number, to whom I did not give 
the bark, were either fuch as from their 
conftitution required other treatment, or 
elfe belonged to perfons who a Upplid their 7 
own medicines. 

From that time I conftantly adhered to 
the ufe of the cabbage-bark, and in the fub- 
fequent courfe of my practice, made the de. 
‘coction of that bark the common vehicle | 
for all medicines of the aperient kind, fuch 
. 26 jalap, pulv rhei, magnefia, &c. both to 
. white patients and negroes, whaneuee par- 
ticular circumftances did not forbid it; nor 
did J ever perceive any ill confequences arife 
from fo indifcriminate a ufe of this miedi- 
cine, | ai | : 

I was now defirous of examining how far — 
a {pirituous tincture of it might be of ufe; 
and infufed four ounces of the bark grofly . 
powdered, in two pints of rum, which I 


digefted in the heat of the fun for fix days, 
7! | OF 
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Of this tincture I gave a fmall wine-glafs _ 
full, inftead of a common dram, for five or 
fix mornings running, by way of gratuity, 
to two or three lufty fellows that I knew to © 
be fubje& to worms; but though they’ 
liked the dram, and came regularly for it, I 
never could find whether it : hed the defired- 
effect. 7 

I drew a very {mall ae of extract 
from a pound of the grofs powder boiled in 

a gallon of water. This I gave in the quan- 


_ tity of a grain---then two grains, and by 


degrees as far as five, to three fubjects I had 
chofen; but I found no remarkable effects 
. from it, prepared in this manner. One of 
thofe who took it was feized with a violent 
ficknefs at the ftomach, but whether it arofe 
from the effects of the extraét, or from: fome 
other caufe, J had not leifure to examine.. 

However, as I had already two very good 
and fimple preparations---the decoétion--- 
and powder, I defifted from all farther en- 
quiries into the virtues of the more operofe 
preparations, 

But notwithftanding [had fo much reafon 
to be fatisfied of the general enaiodey of the 
ape peta. ia two | 
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two former preparations of this bark, J found 
my hopes difappointed in two or three very 
obftinate -cafes, wherein after almoft every 
ather anthelmintic, both native and Eu-. 
ropean, had been tried in vain, I expect-. 
ed to derive very confiderable advantages 
from a timely exhibition of the cabbage- 
tree bark. | | 3 

The ill fuccefs of the bark in thofe cafes, 
induced me to make fome enquiry concern- 
ing a medicine which I had heard of, as be- 
ing fuccefsfully given, in many parts, to all 
patients afflicted ‘with complaints arifing, 
or fuppofed to arife, from worms ; and that, 
not only by regular practitioners, but even 
by ignorant negroes, at random, and with- 
out any juft proportion in the dofe. 

This was the STIZOLOBLM, or Cow- 
HAGE. 

‘Satisfied, as I {aid before, of the general 
efficacy of the cabbage-tree-bark, I  had- 
never given myfelf the trouble to make en- 
quiry about any other more powerful ver- 
mifuge; nor did I think that there cou/d be 
one more powerful, until the death of a 
negro girl, (See Cafe II.) evidently occa- 

fioned, 
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fioned, as appeared upon my opening her, 
from vaft numbers of worms lodged in the 
{mall inteftines, convinced me that I had not 
done my duty, and excited me to pufh my 
enquiries in. fearch of a more ‘efficacious 
medicine ftill farther. 


I had heard fo much of the cowhage, or 


cowitch, that I refolved to make trial of it. 


But the different modes of exhibiting it, 


weré as various as the perfons who took upon 
them that office: One adminiftred it in 
-melaffes. Caftor oil was the favourite vehi- 
cle of a fecond; and a third infifted, that 
it was of no fervice unlefs mixed with 
honey. * 


The greater number agreed in giving me-~ 


& 


jaffés the preference; but there was even © 


among thefe, a confiderable difagreement 
with regard to the proportions to be ob- 
ferved in the mixture,- While fome cau- 
tioufly put but two pods af the cowhage 
into a quart of melaffes, others boldly ftirred 
up two dozen in a like quantity. Some 
again would have fix pods to be fufficient; 
and others imagined that fome fecret virtue, 
or charm was to be pipers from haying 


ie : 
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the number neither greater, nor lefs, than 
exactly nine. | 

By fome, the fete RS on the out- 
‘fide of a fingle pod, mixed with one or two | 
table-fpoonsful of fyrup, honey, or melaffes, 
was given for a fingle dofe, without diftinc- 
tion, to young and old. By others, a quan- 
tity of each ingredient was mixed together, 
without bearing any exaé proportion to each 
other, farther than was merely fufficient to 
bring the compofition to the confiftence of 
an electuary; and one, two, or three tea- 
{poonsful given as a dofe to children, and 
one, and fometimes two table-{poonsful to 
adults. s 

As far as I could learn, however different 
the compofitions and proportions of the in- 
eredients, the effects were found to be pretty 
aiueh the fame in all ages, fexes, and cone | 
ftitutions, : 

I confidered, that the uteri efficacy 
fo generally attributed to the cowhage, could 
not be fuppofed to arife from any {pecifie 
medicinal quality refiding in it, fo much as 
from. the, fharpnefs and elafticity of the 
fete, with which the pods are covered, 
which take the fame effect on worms, ag 

they 
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they do when applied to our fkin.» The 
fete piercing, vellicating, and tormenting 
them in fuch a manner, as obliges them to 
let_ go their hold; acting like fo many 
needles, as may be plainly demonftrated by 
viewing the fete through a microfcope ; 
which fhews them to be a number of long 
fpiculz, needle- thaped, hollow, tranfparent,. 
and armed with paints, exquifitely fharp and 
fine. 

The idea, that their action is merely me- 
chanical, is fupported by the obfetvations of 
feveral very judicious enquirers, who. have | 
made trial of the cowhage, particularly 
‘Doctor Leake ; who, in his Lectures on the 
theory and practice of midwifery, and difeafes 
incident to children, enumerates the cowhage 

among the moft effectual of thofe remedies, 
given to children, for worms. - He fup= 
pofes, that it acts in the fame manner as 
hair, cut fine, and given with the fame in~ 
tention---but much more effectually, be- 
caufe of its inflexibility, and the exquifite, 
and almoft inconceivable fharpnefs of: its 
points, | 

Curious to know how far the application 

of the fete to the external coats of worms 
! bred 
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bred in the human body would affect thofe 
animals when expelled from the body, I 
waited not long before I had an opportunity 
of making the experiment. © | 

A calabath full of very large ones, 
of the feres kind, in full vigour, void- 
ed by a poor emaciated patient, was brought 
to me. Among thefe, I fprinkled fome 
of the fete. Fora minute or two, no 
vilible effect was produced; but in a lit- 
tle time they began to writhe and twift 
themfelves in an unufual manner, and 
exhibited evident figns of extreme torture. 
I took one of the worms, and, viewing it 
through a magnifying glafs, perceived that 
feveral of the fete had pierced very deep, 
and others were fticking loofely in vari- 
ous parts of its body, but that none of the 
fpicule, which had once entered into the 
| fkin, dropped off. . | 

Convinced in a fhort time, both from 
what I had heard, and from my own experi- 
ments, on the internal exhibition of cow- 
itch, of the fafety and efficacy of this in- 
comparable medicine, I laid afide the cab- 
bage-tree-bark, and for feveral years have 
ufed no other vermifuge than this, 


My 
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“My ‘ufual way of preparing and adminif- 
tring it, has been in the form of an electuary, 
with honey, melafles, or fyrup, of a thick 
confiftence, without obferving any very exact 
proportion of the quantity of fete. 

OF this electuary, a tea-{poonful is a fuf- 
ficient dofe to young children ; and to adults, 
one, or eyen’two table- {poonsful in a morn- 
ing fafting. This may be repeated for two 
er three mornings; but in general, there is 
feldom occafion to go beyond the third dofe ;. 
and a gentle purge of fome kind or other, 
commonly completes the cure for the time. 

The above-mentioned vehicles, (honey, 
&c.) blunt the fpicule, and prevent their in- 
juring the fauces and cefophagus; and are 
preferable to an oily vehicle, becaufe, being 
diluted in the ftomach, by the fuccus gaftri- 
cus, the fpicule are fet free, and, regaining 
their elafticity, enter into action; whereas 
_ oil, being not eafily foluble by the fecreted 
fluids of the ftomach, ftill continues to 
fheath the points of thefe little f{picule, and 
carries them through that vifcus, and the in- 
teftines, without fetting them free; and by 
its lubricating quality, prevents them from 
taking effect, or injuring the worms they are 

| fent 
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fent to deftroy. Oil is, therefore, an iris 
proper vehicle; and this will appear ftill 
plainer, if we confider, that to defend our 
hands from the troublefome effects of the 
fete, when handling cowitch, it is neceflary 
to oil the fingers. mr 


No anatomift will ale hesher thefe [pt- | 


cule may not be injurious to the coats of 
the ftomach and inteftines? But, as I have 
been afked this queftion by many people, 
who, ignorant of the ftructure of the in- 
teftines, and the nature of this mucus, 
were apprehenfive of danger---and there- 
fore afraid to venture on the medicine ¢ 


it may not be amifs to remark, for the: 


fatisfation of fuch as are in doubt con- 


cerning that point, that. if a little honey . 


or treacle is fufficient to defend the tender 
nervous papilli of the mouth and fauces, 
from the troublefome effects of the fete, 
(which, when applied externally to any part 
of our fkin, caufe a moft tormenting and 
intolerable itching, fometimes almoft even 
to madnefs) certainly the mucus of the 
-{tomach and inteftines will be very fufhicient 
to defend thofe parts from the irritation of 
“the fete, 

Neyera 
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~ Neverthelefs, however inoffenfive in ge« 
meral the Cowhage may be: reafon will dic- 
tate to us, that where the mucus of the 
ftomach ‘and inteftines is abraded, or lef 
fened, from. dyfentery,. cholera-morbus, or 


% 


any other caufe whatfoever ; or where there 
isa tendency towards inflammation in any 
part of the inteftinal canal, the cestids of 
this medicine cannot be unattended with 
danger.” 

I thall not go’ fo far as to ee: in praifé of 
this my favourite medicine, that I never — 
knew it to fail; but I will fay, that I have. 
experienced more certain good effects, and _ 
fewer ill confequences, than from any other 
medicine, given. with the fame intention ; 
infomuch, that I have, fince I firft began to 
exhibit the Cowhage, had no occafion to 
look for any other vermifuge: 

The wonderful and habe effeets which 
I faw from the ufe of this medicine, both in 
my own practice, and that of others, among 

whom it obtained the fame univerfality, and 
likewife among thofe, who, though not in 
the medical line, freely adminiftred it, both 
to their own children, and their negroes, 

without any dread of ull confequences, -in- 
duced 
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duced me, from the very firft, to commit to 
paper my obfervations relative to the exhibi- 
_tion and effects of Cowhage; hoping that it 
might be no unacceptable fervice to the 
community, to introduce into general prac~ 
tice in England, a medicine, which in 
the Weft Indies, is of fuch well known 
and indifputable efficacy. I have there~ 
fore fubjoined, by way of appendix, a few 
‘of the moft remarkable cafes, which have 
fallen under my cognizance, as a farther 
‘illuftration of the efficacy of this medi- 
cine ; and fhall, for the prefent, beg leave to 
give. the remainder of this account of the 
Cowhage, or Cow-itch, in the words of 
thofe gentlemen who have obliged the world 
with an accurate defcription of this plant, 
‘and its ufes, taken from the fecond volume © 
of the Medical Commentaries. 

Extraé of a letter from Mr. Thomas Coch- 

-rane, furgeon, at Nevis, to Mr. John Bal- 

four, furgeon, in Edinburgh.  Concern- 

ing the ufe of Cowhage, as an anthelmintic. 

From the Medical Commentaries, Vol. 
II..Part I. No. IV. Page &2. 

‘¢ There is a medicine which is much 


** ufed here againft worms. Planters give 
| 4 4t 


Boe eg 
it to the negroes with great fuccefs ; and I 
have ordered it myfelf both to ‘children © 
and adults with very certain good effects. 


The plant is here called Cowhage, and is 


furnifhed with the fliqua birfuta of Lin- 
neus,, ‘The Pa which are ufed are the 
hairy {picule, fcraped from the pods, 
and mixed with fyrup. ‘They are fup- 
pofed to act by promoting the periftaltic 
motion of the guts, and pricking the 


worms. ‘The dofe is not exactly limited ; 


but the f{picule obtained from a fingle 
pod, are efteemed a {fufficient dofe for a 
child of feven or eight years old. 

‘¢ This remedy is perfeétly fafe and in- 
nocent, although it occafions fome unea- 
finefs upon being firft taken*. I have 
feen large clufters of worms come away 
from patients on the firft dofe. It is given 
at bed-time, and a purge in the morning. 
This practice is repeated after an interval 


* Not if the fyrup be thick enough. But if the vehi- 


cle be too thin, or in a ftate of fermentation, the fete 


occafion.a tickling in the fauces, and are feparated 


from their vehicle by the action of the tongue, and {pit 
‘out. . ; 
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« of two days; and it is feldom neceflary 
‘© to give more than a fecond dofe.” 
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‘ Our readers may remember, that Cow- 
hage has been mentioned as an anthel- 


-mintic by Doétor M‘Bride, in his intro~ 


duction to the Theory | and Practice of 
Phyfic, and by fome other authors. But 
we have feen no defcription of the plant. 
There is a good {pecimen of it at prefent 
growing in the Botanic Garden at Edin- 


burgh. It has been but lately brought 


there, and is not in that ftate which is 


moft favourable for inveftigation. We 

cannot, therefore, give fuch a defcription 

of it as could be of any ufe.’ did. 

pag. 8 3. 
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Extract from the fame volume, page 202. 

* In a former number, we gave an account 

of the good effeéts obtained, from the ufe of 

Cowhage, or Cowitch, as an anthelmintic. 

This plant is alfo a native of the Eaft In- 

dies ; and the following accurate defcrip= 

tion of it was lately tranfmitted by Mr. 
James 
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« James Kerr, at Patna, to the ‘Profeffors 
© of Medicine in Edinburgh.’ : 

‘ Nomen. By Europeans it is called Cow- 
* hage, or Cowitch. By many writers, a 
* Phafeolus. By the natives of Bengal, 
* Cadjud, from the itching and {cratching 
* at produces. 
‘ Clafis. According to the fyftem of the 
incomparable Linneus, it ftands in his 
“ fevénteenth clafs, DrapELPuia, sand 
fourth order, DECANDRIA. i 
‘ Genus. The flowers of this herbaceous 
_ © plant differ very effentially from the Pha- 
* feolus. They have Linnzus’s diftinguifh- 
‘ing mark of a Lupmus; but in other 
‘ parts of the flower, and habit .of / the 
« plant, the difference is very confiderable. 
‘ From the remarkable length of ‘the ae 
‘ alone, I imagine it is fufficiently. diftin- 
© guithed from every other flower, and ae 
‘ bably it deferves to ggg a ee 
‘genus. | iv 
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* For which reafon, it may not be improper to retain” 


the name which I have adopted, being that which Doétor 
Browne, in his Natural Hiftory of ‘famaica, has diftin- 
guifhed it by. He calls it SrrzoLosiumM, {picis multi- 
floribiss pendentibus alaribus, floribus ternatis, purpu- 

D 2 rei$; 


&¢ Radin. 
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* Radix.. The root is fibrous. 

‘ Truncus. The ftem is herbaceous, 
* equal, voluble, climbing, cylindrical, and 
‘ naked; diverging into many branches, 
_ € andrifing toa great height, When ‘properly 

« {upported. : 
© Folia, The leaves are “altennater ea tri- 
‘ lobate, rifing from the ftem and branches 
‘ about the diftance of twelve inches from 
* each other. The foot-ftalk is cylindrical ; 
‘ from fix to fourteen inches long. The 
lateral lobes are obliquely ovate, obtufe, 
entire, and nervous, with fhort’ petioles, 
* and two very fmall ftipule between the 
“ lobes. The middle lobe is fmaller, ovate, 


seis: and thus characterizes the parts of fructifica- 


‘. ton. 


. Pegrantuium. ‘Monophyllum, tubulato-campanula- | 
tum, fubventricosé ringens ; Labium fuperius, majus, ob- 
tuseemarginatum, refieétens—Inferius, tridentatum, fub- 
erectum. 

CoroLia Leguminofa. Corina bipetalas petalis ob- 
longis, ad apices agelutinatis. 

STAMINA. Filament ‘decem, inferne connata, fuperné, 
libera. « Anthere ovate, alterné fubmonttrofe, oblonge 
fumentes. 

Pistintum. Germen oblongum. Stylus fubulatus, fta- 
minibus longior ; /figma fimplex. 

PERICARPIUM. Legumen oblongum, fub-zquale ; 
ad utrumque. extremum adversé fubarcuatum ; hirtis pun- 
eentibus obfitum, feminibus quatuor vel quinque yee ais 


= reniformihus. 


‘ both. 
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both ends pointed, with the petiole much 
longer, and two {mall fubulated ftipule. 


© Flores. From the axilla of the leaf, 


defcends a pendulous folitary fpike, from — 
fix to fourteen inches long, covered with 
long, .blood- coloured, papilionacecus flow- 
ers, rifing by threes in a double alternate 
manner, from fmall, flefhy protuberances, | 
each of which is a fhort pedunculus of 


three flowers. ‘The partial foot-{talks are 
fearce: half anoinch. long: -The. flowers 


upon the apex of the {pike are ie in 
bloom, 

‘Calyes The: tndniacoach to every Rite 
flowers of the fpike, confifts of three 
fmall, -hairy, ciliated, deciduous leaves. 


- The proper empalement is of one bilabiate 


leaf, with a bellied,. gibbofe, perfifting 
tube. The upper lip, ovate, entire, and’ 


_prefled a little backward by the vexillum. | 
olhe -under lip is trifid, acute, and more 


erect. . 
£ GorGla...2. PSE AO, The ftandard 


‘is ovate, concave, gently reclinate, and 


emarginate. It is about double the length 
of the empalement. 


eo Ba 


of b. Atz. The wings are-of an oblong, 
lanceolate fhape, double the length of the 
ftandard, and’ both- fides connivent,, with 
fhort, furrowed, neétariferous tongues. 
_©c. Carina, The: keelsis: falcate, acu- 
minate, compreffed, clofely. fhut,. very’ 
_narrow, and {casce longer than the wings, 
with.a-curved, diftinct apex. | 
‘ Stamina. 'The filaments are diadelphous, 
nine united, and one feparate; equal. in’ 
length, and diftin& above: The: fingle 
filament, and four others, terminate in 
thick truncated points, having orbicular 
anthere-inferted- into’ them: by very fhort 
necks. Alternate with thefe are five other 
filaments, much more flender, and of a 
fubulate fhape, having oblong and larger’ 
anthere. When the flower isin perfection, 
the filaments extricate themfelves from the 
keel, by an elaftic {pring fly upwards, and 
_ prefs upon the-ftandard. 

“ Neétarium. There is a fmall tubular’ 
neCtarium with ten. obtufe points, incir 
cling the pedicle of: the germen. 

7 Pipillum The (a), GerMEn is-cylin- 
drical, hairy, and almoft the length of the. 
empalement. . The (b) Styue i is filiform, 
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hairy, and as long as the filaments, The 
(c) Sricma is globular and fmall. 
‘ Pericarpium, The fruit is aleguminous, 


coriaceous pod, four or five inches long, 


crooked as the letter f, and dentely co- 


-vered with fharp hairs, which penetrate 


the fkin, and caufe great itching. | 
© Semina. The feeds are five or fix in num- 


ber, nearly of the fhape and fize of a fmall 
bean, with the hilum near the middle of 
the feed. 


© Locus & qualitas. It will grow in any 
foil; but it is generally eradicated from 
all cultivated grounds, on account of the 
hairs flying with the winds, and torment- 


‘ing every animal they chance to touch. 


If it were not for this mifchievous quality, 
the beautiful {pikes of red flowers would 
deferve a place in the beft gardens, 

* Tempus, It flowers in the cool months, 
from September to March*, according to 


the fituation, 


* This isto be underftood of the Eaft Indies, from | 


whence the above account is tranfmitted. In Jamaica, it’ 
flowers at different times, in different places, . but moft 
commonly from March to November, — 
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‘ From this accurate defcription, It ap. 
pears, that the Cowhage is the dolichos pru- 
riens of Linneus.. Mr. Kerr has faid no-- 
thing with regard to its medicinal virtues. 
But in confirmation of Mr. Cochrane’s ac- 
count, we fhall ’ here pretent our fea-. 
ders with the téftimony given concerning it 
by Mr, Bancroft, in his effay on the Natu- 
ral Hiftory of Guiana in South America, 
a work publifhed at London fome years 


ago. | 
© After mentioning the frequency of difor- 


ders arifing from worms in that part of the. 
world, and affigning fome reafons for it, he 
adds, ** But from whatever caufe -thefe 
worms are produced, their. number is fo 
great, that the ufual remedies are very 
infuthcient for their deftruction; for which, 
reafon the planters in general have recourfe 
to the Cowitch, for that purpofe. From 
whence its ufe was firft fuggefted, I am. 
uncertain; BUT ITS EFFICACY Is IN- 
DISPUTABLE. - The past ufed, is the 
fetaceous, hairy fubftance, growing on the 
outfide of the pod, which is fcraped off, 
and mixed with common fyrup, or mo- 
laffes, to the confiftence of a thin elec- 
| f tuary, 
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tuary, of which a teafpoonful to a ale. 
of two or three years old, and double the 
quantity to an adult, is given in the morn- 
ing fafting, and repeated the two fucceed- 
ing mornings ; after which, a dofe of rhu- 
barb is ate fubjoined. 

‘«. Vhis 1s. the. empirical practice of 
planters, who ufually once in three or 
four months, exhibit the Cowitch in. this 
manner to their flaves in general; but 

efpecially to all their children without. 
diftinction; and in this manner I have 
{een it given to hundreds, from one year, 
old and upwards, with the moft happy. 
fuccefs *. The patients, after.the fecond, 
dofe, ufually difcharged an incredible. 
number of worms, even to the amount of 
more than twenty at atime; fo that the. 
{tools confifted of little ale than thefe, 
animals. But though thefe were indif-, 
putable proofs of its eficacy, 1 was far 
from being convinced of its fafety. [ 


* It was my conftant practice while in Jamaica, to 


have all the children of the eftates and fettlements, that T 
had the care of, from the youngeft infant, to thofe of 
twelve years old, brought to me once in two sotelis: to all’ 


of whon, without exception, 1 gave the cabbage- bark, 


and latterly, the Cowhege, for three mornings, whether 
they had fymptoms of worms, or not, 


£¢ obferved, 
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obferved, that the fubftance given, con-~ 
fitted of an affemblage of {picule cx= 
quifitely fine, and fo'acutely pointed, that 
when applied to the fkin, they excited an 


“intolerable itching, and even inflamma- 


tion, from whence I apprehended dan- 
gerous confequences from their contact 
with. the coats of the ftomach and intef- 


tines. Indeed, when mixed into an elec- 


tuary, in the manner in which they are 
given, their elafticity is fo impaired, that 
they do not produce the fame fenfible irri- 
tation; but yet I could conceive no other 
quality, on which their efficacy depended ; 
efpecially after I had prepared both a 
tincture and decoction from the Cowitch, 
and given them to worm patients, without 
any fenfible advantage. .Influenced by 
thefe fuggeftions, I particularly examined 
the ftate. and condition of all fuch pa- 


“tients as I knew’ had taken the Cowitch ; 


arid yet, can with the greatef{t truth de- 
clare, that, though prejudiced. to its dif-_ 


advantage, I was never able, either by my 


own obfervation, or a diligent enquiry, to 
difcover a fingle inftance of any ill confe- 
quence refulting from its ufe, which has 

been 


bape 
** been fo extenfive, that’ feveral thoufands | 
«* muft have taken it; and as no ill effects” 
have been obferved, I think, not only its. 
* efficacy, but saretTy, are fufficiently 
‘EVINCED, fo entitle it to general ufe ; 
‘© efpecially when we refle@’ on the uncer- 
‘© tainty, and. even. danger, which attends 
other vermifuges. It is to be obferved, 
that this remedy is particularly defigned 
§¢ again{t-the long round worm: Whether it. 
is equally deleterious to the afcarides, or 
«¢ whether it has ever been ufed againtt 
f:them, Iam uncertain*.” | 

* F Re * 

I fhall here fubjoin a letter which I re- 
ceived from Mr. Neil Stewart, furgeon, in 
Jamaica, relative to the fuccefs of the Cow- 
hage in his practice, asa farther- Gun tiniere fon 
of its utility and fafety. 


‘© Hope Eftate, Liguanea, Aug. 9, ae 
«© My good Friend, 3 

‘< In compliance with your requeft, that, 

‘* T would give you my {entiments, and re- 


* When we, confider the nature of its operation, and 
that it is carried through the whole length of the inteftinal: 
canal, without fuffering any alteration, I think there can 
be no.fort of doubt of its being equally troublefome to 
every {pecies of worm, 


‘ 


-com- 
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commendation of the Cowitch, in writ= 
ing, I now fit down to give you a hiftory 
of it,; but muft premife, that you can 
expect no more than I have already fo often 
affured you. of, wud voce :—which is, 
that. the Cowitch, as‘a vermifuge, has not 
its equal in the world, either for the cer- 


tainty of its effects, or its perfect inno- 


cence. Too much cannot be faid ‘in the 
praife of that excellent medicine. Ihave, 


for my own part, given, it for thefe ten 
' years paft, in all forts of worm eafes, both 


to old and to young; and with fuch good 
fuccefs, that.I have never had occafion to 


look: for any other anthelmjntic. ‘I ‘have 


totally dilcarded the ufeleds aethiops mi- 
neral: the uncertain crude ‘mercury, and 


the fill more uncertain, and lefs innocent, 


preparations of it; fuch as calomel, cor- . 
rofive fublimate, and: fo, forth; and in 
fhort, all other medicines given with the 


fame intention, except cabbage-tree- bark; 


and ‘even rhaf is not fo great a Aas 
of mine, as it’ formerly ufed to be; not 
that I have any reafon to find.fault with 
it, but only becaufe I find the Cowitch 
to anfwer every purpofe I can want. I 

Gis ‘have 


ea 


‘ have given it even to tender and ‘delicate 
white children under one year old,—with- 


out any ill confequences. On the con- 


trary, it Has frequently brought away 
worms from ‘them, even at fo young an 


age. Every body, that gives it with- 
out advice, has a diferent way of pre- 
paring. it'; but the manner in which 
it is moft commonly prepared, and the 
manner in which I myfelf order it, is 


to throw a dozen or two of ripe pods 


into a calabafh, or common quart punch- 
bowl, full of melafles, and ftir all to- 
gether until the hairs or fpicule are 
taken clear off the pod, and well mixed 
in-the melafies. “The pods, being ufelefs, 
are then thrown away. — 

‘ Of this mixture, I order the bibeleots 
man on every eftate, to give all the little 
children, without diftintion, a table 


fpoonful for three mornings running, 


once a month; and not only to the chil- 
dren, but if any of the grown negroes 
are fufpected to have worms, it is like- 
wife given to ¢/em, but in larger quan- 


tity : and it is inconceivable to one ae 
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has not known the good effedts of Cotv« 
itch, what wonderful fuccefs it has in ex- 
pelling every fpecies of worms ; and I-can 
fafely aver, I never faw any ill confe- 
quences, or had any complaints, from 
thofe for whom I have prefcribed, it, 
or recommended it to. However, 1 
would not think it advifeable to be 
given where there might be any diforder 
tending towards inflammation in any part 
of the alimentaty canal, or where the na- 
tural mucus is defective. 
«¢ Tagree with you, in fuppofing, that the 
Cowitch acts only mechanically, in the 
fame manner as cut hair would do; and 
from. no intrinfic virtue; becaufe a de- 
coction of it is of no manner of ufe. 
“IT muft defire you particularly to take 
notice, that it is, and always has been my 
practice, to premife an emetic, where it. 
can be done with propriety, previous to 
entering upon.the Cowitch. I have often 
found the good effects of it, which in- 
duces me to continue it. A gentle dofe 
of ipecacuanha, or tartar emetic, clears 
the ftomach of matters which might im- 
I ‘* pede 


Lal 


pede the action of the Cowitch; and to | 
children, a little .oxymel of fquills, wall 


an{wer the purpofe; but fome of the 


Creoles, who feldom ufe an: European © 


medicine when they can find an apo- 
thecary’s fhop in the bufhes, never ufe 
any emetic for themfelves or their ne- 
groes, but the wild ipecacuanha, or red- 


head. 


“¢ [| have received the thanks. of feveral 


ladies, in and about Liguanea, and the 


mountains—and in the town of Kingfton 
alfo—who have ufed the Cowitch, from 
my recommendation—both for their own 
children, and for their negroes. They 
are all lavifh in praife of its virtues. 
In fhort, I think it may be looked on as 
a more certain fpecific in worm com- 
plaints than the Peruvian bark in the 
cure of intermittents. | 


f ifiam,) too: &c, 
«* Your’s affectionately, 


“< Nei, STEWART.” 
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IT now remains, that I fhould mention 
the manner of preparing this’ medicine, 
which is fo exceedingly troublefome, as 
to deter many from handling it that would 
have been glad to have made experiments 
with it. | 
- Every- one that knows what, Cowztch is, 
muit be fenfible, that if the leaft particle 
of it comes in contact with the fkin, it 
caufes a moft intolerable itching, and fome- 
times even a flight degree of inflammation, 
where it fixes. A fingle-briftle of it, fo 
{mall ‘as to be invifible to the naked eye, is 
fufficient to caufe this inconvenience for a 
while, but it foon goes off. 
As the fetz are fo very light, that’ the leaft 
breath of air is fufficient to blow them off 
the ripe pods, and difperfe them about a 
room, the beft way will be to prepare them 
in a clofe room, where no wind can enter. 

The method I ufually followed when I 
had a large quantity to prepare at once, was 
firft to.take the number of pods I wanted, 
with a pair of tongs, or forceps, or with my 
fingers very well oiled; and put them into 
the veffel I intended to mix them in. I then 
gently covered them all over with the quan- 

tity 
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tity of melaffes intended for them, aid 
with a ftick or fpatula, ftirred all to- 
gether until the pods were ftripped of their 
fete. The pods were then ° taken out, 
and thrown away. 

But this is at beft but a clumfy method 
of preparing it. It may do very well for 
hot-houfé practice in the Weft Indies, where 
Cowhage grows in plenty. However, as 
there muft be by fuch means, a gteat deal of 
wafte, efvecially if the pods be not quite 
pe (for unlefs they are, the fete do not fo 

readily come off) it will be more elrgible, in 
this part of the world, to proceed with a 
little more ceconomy: 

When a imall quantity is to be Ss 
the beft way will be, firft to oil your fingers, 
which will defend them from the irritation 
of fuch fpicule as come off, in handling 
the pods—for, take what care you will, the 
hairs ot {picule ate fo light, that they fly | 
about and torment the fkin wherever they 
come in contaét with it, unoiled. With 

your fingers, thus defended, therefore, fake 
the pods, one by one, and dipping each into a 
élip of water, (fill to prevent the fete from 
ying) with a knife or fpatula, fcrape off as 
Be | puch 
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much of them as you can, while wet, until 
~you have obtained the quantity required for 
making a linétus, or thin electuary, with 
“fyrup, honey, or treacle. ; 
Accident led me to a method of fepa-~ 
‘rating the fete from the pod, more eftec- 
“tually, and’ with lefs. wafte, than I could 

otherwife have devifed. 
-. Having had occafion to travel in a ftage 
coach from Lancafter to Liverpool, I packed 
‘up a {mall box, which might contain about | 
half a peck of this Cowhage, intended as a 
prefent to a particular friend in. the medical 
A iptepee 

On opening the box, at my journey’ s end, 
‘T was. not a little furprized to find the 
‘pods divefted of their fete, fo effectually, 
‘that a child might have handled them 
“without any lua of inconvenience. The 
‘feta I found al oe in a corner of the 
box. 

I attributed this feparation to the jolt- 
ing which the box. underwent in the boot 
aE the coach; and fuppofing that the 
fame effcct might be produced from agi- 
tating the Cowhage in a box, I tried the 

2 "experiment ; 


‘experiment 5 but after feveral hours agitas 

‘tion, although the purpofe was in fome 
degree anfwered, yet the pods were not 
{tripped . {6 entirely bare as in the former 
_inftance ; and fome that had not come 
‘to meted maturity; lof few or none of 
their fete. 

‘I once read of a ica who, after 
tying a phial of quickfilver to the arms of a 
windmill, and trying various other methods 
of reducing quickfilver to a powder, per Jes 
found none fo effectual as fending it a 
long journey as. far-as York, by the flage 
coach.—-On its return to London by the 


_. fame coach, he found the agitation had 


produced, ina great degree, the defired 
effect, | =) 
In like manner, if it ever happens, (as 
I hope it will) that Cowhage fhould be 
received as a ftanding article of the materia 
medica, the moft effectual way that I can re- 
‘commend (and I am {ure it is the leaft troua 
blefome) to thofe who would obtain a darge 
quantity of the fete, is to fend it a long 
journey, in a box; not quite full, well 
lided with paper, and the crevices well 
Es fecured ; 


de aa] | 

fecured ; care being taken to place the box 
about fome part of the carriage; for in- 
ftance near the fore, or hind wheels, where 


it may undergo the greateft degree of agi- 
tation. 


CASE 
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HE Surgeon of a Guineaman, juft 
arrived from the coaft of ‘| Africa, 
where he had been upwards of thirteen 
months, made application to me, for fome 
medicines for the cure of worms, with 
which he faid, that not only he, but moft of | 
the negroes belonging to the cargo, were 
very much troubled, and for which the 
European medicines that he had tried were 
found infufficient to anfwer his purpofes. 
He had heard, he faid, that the Weft In- 
dies afforded medicines, far more efficacious 
for the cure of worms, than any in Europe ; 
but that, being totally a ftranger, he was 
ignorant of the means of procuring them. 
He told me, he had been much fubject 
to worms from‘his infancy—and he had, - 
when I firft faw him, a flight degree of 
fever, ftinking breath, a pale countenance, 
and want of appetite—low, quick, irre~ 
gular pulfe, and fometimes an inclination. 
to vomit. He. complained of.-a trouble- 
| EB. 3 | fome. 
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fome hufky cough, and intolerable itching 


of the nofe. A diarrhoea, that had attacked 


him on his leaving the coaft of Africas 7 


and ftill contin ued, had reduced him very 
much, 

He had. had recour{e to aloctics and other 
bitter purgatives, powdered tin, and filings, 
of tin; mercurials, and almoft all other of 
the known vermifuges, which prevented 
the diforder from gaining ground with fuch 
rapidity as it might otherwife have done, 
but had not the defired effect of reftoring 
him to health. 

. At his requett, I went on board his fhip, - 
where a great number of the cargo, confift- 
ing chiefly of Mundingoes, (a nation pecu- - 
liarly fubject to worms) were greatly ema- 
ciated, from the fame caufe. 

T was not at that time acquainted with the. 
Cowhage, but recommended to him the 
cabbage- bark, and undertook to procure him 
fome. Not having a fufficient quantity of it 
by me to anfwer his purpofes, I fent to my 
friend, Mr. Stewart, furgeon at Hope Eftate, 
who with great politenefs and humanity fent 
yne a lar ge quantity of it. This I gave to the 

? furgeon 
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furgeon , of the Guineaman, with direétions 
how to ule if. 

What good effects it might have had an 
the greater part of the negroes to whom he 
gave it, he could not tell, as the cargo was 
fold off in two or three days after he began 
to ufe it; but for himfelf, he found his: 
health better in every refpect, after taking 
two or three dofes of the decoction. His 
way of taking it was, bya teacupfull in the 
morning, at his breakfaft, inftead of tea or 
coffee, adding a little milk and fugar to 
make it palatable.. He did not perceive any 
immediate ‘effects from it, unlefs, that 
on his taking a double dofe one morn- 
ing, it operated very powerfully as a diure- 
tic, 1 he féveriip complaint, however, ftill 
continued, but in a. flighter degree, and 
‘began to put on the appearance of a regular 
intermittent. I recommended to him a 
gentle emetic, which, with proper evacuants, 
and afew dofes of the’cort.” Peruv:: ‘after- 
wards—and the ufe of vervain tea, (a 
gentle aperient, and vermifuge,) to the 
quantity of one or two quarts a day, re- 
eftablifhed his health before he returned to 


urope. 
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“I met with him about a year ago in Liver- 
pool, and he told me he had, fince I firft 
knew him, given the cabbage-tree-bark to 
fevera] children, and alfo been obliged again. 
to have recourfe to it himfelf, with very good. 
fuccefs, ‘, hi 
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A gentleman, who had a plantation in the. 
mountains at a confiderable diftance from 
any other fettlement, fent for me to vilit one 
of his negroes, who had been feized in a very 
extraordinary manner. | 

‘The patient was a girl, about eighteen, 
of a very delicate conftitution, and con- 
fumptive habit. She had, for about amonth 
before I faw her, complained of an unufual 
fenfation at her ftomach, which fhe fome- 
times defcribed as a gnawing pain ; at other 
times, like the heart-burn, for. which her 
mafter had given her magnefia, pulv. é chel. 
eancror. rhubarb, and many other things, 
but without effect. 

When Iwas called to her, the had been 
attacked with a fudden and violent pain 
near the {mall of her back, towards the 
sight fide, which caufed her to fhriek out 

; | inceffantly, 


ee: 
jnceffantly, and roll herfelf upon the floor 
in the utmoft agony. Her pulfe was quick | 


ES ceive high—her tongue clean-; lips f{welled, 


and pale; and her teeth grinding againft — 
each other. ‘This I attributed to the pain 
fhe was in, but her mafter told me it was 
her ufual cuftom. On enquiry, I found fhe 
had very regular returns of the catamenia. 


As fhe a been coftive for fome days, I 


_ . ordered a clyfter; and that the fhould after- 


wards be put in a warm bath, 
_ From many of thefe fymptoms, and others 
which had preceded, I made no doubt of her 
having worms; and I gave her, as foon as 
it could be prepared, about three ounces of | 
deco€tion of cabbage-bark, with twenty- 
five drops of tint. thebaica.’ In two hours, 
fhe feemed a little relieved, and had one 
ftool. Towards evening, fhe flept a lit. 
tle, but was in very great pain all the en- 
fuing night; and the next day, was bad | 
as. ever. | 
| The clyfters, and warm bath were re- 
peated. From thefe fhe feemed to Leb rai 
fome remiflion from her pain. The de- 
coction was alfo repeated, in the quantity 


of 
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of four ounces in the morning, and again. 
in the afternoon. She had no erin ex- 
cept from her clyfters. As her pains were 
not yet:abated, I gave her an opiate at night, 
which made her fleep foundly. In the 
morning fhe took two ounces of O/. Ricinz, 
which gave her two ftools, and fhe was 
fomething eafier. I. then left direétions 
with the gentleman to whom fhe belonged, 
to be attentive in giving her the decoction of 
cabbage-bark, and requefted he would fend | 
me word every day how the was. 

Two days after, he wrote me a line, to 
inform me fhe was very well, and had voided 
a very long worm. However, in about a, 
' week, a meflenger came to me, defiring that 
I. would go to the mountain, to fee the pa- 
tient, who was worfe than ever. 

] fulpected, that the medicines had- been 
difcontinued too {oon ; but was affured, that 
my directions had been adhered to very mi- 
nutely. 

On my afcival, I found fhe had been dead 
about two hours, I then requefted permif- 
fion of the gentleman to open the body, which 
he very readily granted. I found the lungs 


more 
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more id. and fmaller than’ufual ; they 
adhered in many places to the pleura, and 
though adhefions of the lungs to the pleura. 
are fometimes to be found in healthy fub= _ 
jets, yet in this patient they were ap- 
parently morbid. —A {mall quantity of pu- 
rulent matter was lodged in one of. the 
branches of the trachea.---The other vifcera 
of the thorax and abdomen were perfedtly 
found, except a portion of the duodenum, 
about an inch and a half from the pylorus, 
Ag which appeared to: be a little inflamed. : 

On opening different portions of the in- 
teftines, large knots of worms, of various 
fizes and lengths, appeared. [ examined 
the parts very narrowly, in order to find out 
whether they had eaten their way through — 
into the cavity of the abdomen, but no in- 
jury of that kind had been done ; how- 
ever, many parts of the inteftines exhi- 
bited the fame appearance of inflammation, 
as that which I firft obferved near the py- 
lorus. 

This girl had a eee who went under 
{trong fufpicion of having once or twice at- 
tempted to poifon her ; nor was he altoge- 


ther 
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ther unfufpected of the fame defign’ on the 
prefent occafion; but I found no appear-_ 
ance that could ferve to juftify that fuf- 
picion, and am clearly, of opinion, that 


worms were the occafion of this perfon’s 


death. | 

' 1 had heard of, but never, till after the 
time this. cafe occurfed, | had experienced 
the effects of Cowhage. ‘The cabbage-. 
tree-bark had hitherto anfwered all my 
expeCations ; but on finding its inefficacy 
in this inftance, I was induced to make _ 


fome farther enquiry concerning the Cow- 


bage; nor was it long before I had an 
opportunity of being perfectly convinced of 
its fuperior eflicacy. (See Cafe III.) | 

I have inferted the above cafe, as one of | 
few, wherein the cabbage-tree-bark failed of 
its general effects, but not with a view to 
depreciate its virtues---for a medicine like 


_ this, whofe general efficacy is incontroverti- 


ble, is no more to be rejected, becaufe it 


| fometines has not the defired effect, than the 


Peruvian bark, becaufe it does not always 
cure thofe diforders, for which it is ac- 
counted a {pecific, — 


CASE 


“fi 
Cae ee, 


S- I , a child of five years of 
age, daughter of Mr. E I ia, 
planter at the North Side of the Ifland, 
had been much afflicted with almoft every 
fymptom of worms, for upwards of half 
a year, without receiving the leaft relief 
from any of the numerous remedies, which 
fhe had taken. Scarce a week pafied, that 
fhe was not attacked with a fever, at- 
tended with infatiable thirft, and difficul- 
ty of urine. The other fymptoms and. 
appearances were, a pale, egreenifh com- 
plexion; grinding of her teeth, not only 
when .afleep,' but in the day time when 
awake; a quick, weak pulfe; pain in the 
right fide, and about the navel; afoul tongue; _ 
difficulty of breathing:--a very ftinking | 
breath---laffitude, and inattention to every 
thing that paffed.---Her urine had a very 
bad fmell, was exceedingly turbid, and 
tained her linen of a greenifh colour, which | 
did not eafily difappear in wafhing. Her 
appetite was.in general very good, but fome- 
times fhe loathed all manner of food, She 
picked her nofe without ceafing. . 


Her. 


Br) 

Her mother, who had the care of feveral 
children, frequently gave the anthelmia, or 
worm-grafs, with very good fuccefs to 
others; but it feemed to have no effet, ex~ 
‘cept as an anodyne, on this, her’ youngeit , 
daughter. It is to be obferved, that the 
worm-grafs always has the effect on thofe 
who take it, of making them appear as if 
drunk, for fome little time before it ope~ 
- rated as an anodyne. 

Satisfied that all the child’s colnelaidts 
arofe from worms, I directed my views to- 
wards their extirpation. | 

An ounce of very ftrong decoétion of the 
cabbage-tree-bark was ordered to be given in 
the morning ; and a large cataplafm of the 
pulp of fempervive, (aloes) with the frefh 
leaves of -garden-rue, and halbertweed, (fan- 
tolina) bruifed, to be applied, warm, to the. 
abdomen, and there retained by a proper ban- 
dage, and renewed twice a day. “The very 
firft dofe brought away a round worm, about 
twelve. inches tong; a fecond dofe was at- - 
tended with the like fuccefs. I ordered the 
medicine and cataplafms to be continued ; 
and being obliged to-go to South-fide for ‘a 

week, 
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week, left proper directions for the manage- 
ment. of the child, to be obferved bee 3 ; 
my abfence. 
While at South-fide, I pippenea to meén- — 
‘tion this cafe toa gentleman of the profeffion, 
who afked me if I had never tried the Cow- 
age. Itold him, I had often‘heard of its 
‘good effects, and would be very glad to make 
“trial of it, wére I but fufficiently affured of - 
‘its fafety. He declared to me, that it was 
the only vermifuge he had made ufe of, in 
his practice, for feveral years; and on re- 
| ceiving from him the ftrongeft affurances of 
its innocence, and certainty, which were 
confirmed by the atteftations of feveral 
white people, who had feen and known 
its good effects, I took fome of it home 
with me. | a 
On my return to North-fide, I found 
the child much worfe, and was. told, that 
fhe had been feized with fits. Befides thefe, 
a tenef{mus was now added to her former 
complaints. Se PEE 
I confidered, that while the had this lat 
mentioned fymptom, and while in every {tool 
large quantities of mucus came away, it 
| | would 
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would be altogether improper to begin with 
the Cowhage. It was, therefore, my firft 
bufinefs to remove the tenefmus ; and by a 
mucilaginous diet, fupply, as it were, the 
deficiency of the inteftinal mucus. To 
this end, opiates in {mall quantities were 
given twice a day; fago, okro, and fari- 
naceous fubftances, free of acrimony, were 
her only food—and clyfters, with decoc- 
tioh of okro, (hibifcus) were injected fre= 
quently. 

In two days‘ the appeared rather better, 
but a third convulfion coming on, perfuaded 
me there was no time to be loft. . Iconfi- 
dered her cafe as defperate; and notwith- 
-ftanding the condition of her bowels feemed 
to forbid the ufe of Cowitch, and that it 
was a remedy I had never tried before, I 
ventured on it, as the laft refource. 

I mixed the quantity of fete, fcraped 
from a fingle pod, in one ounce of very thick 
honey. Of this, half was given to her at 
firft, ina morning fafting. 

The very firft dofe was attended with the 
Amott happy confequences. Upwards of fifty 
fall worms were difcharged alive, in the 

cuurle 
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courfe of the day, with a large quantity of 
mucus. RS | 
Towards bed-time, the remainder was 
given, and in confequence thereof, a few 
more worms were, pafied. 


But the tenfion of the abdomen fill con= - 


tinuing, though fome few of the fymptoms 
were mitigated, I judged it neceffary to con- 
tinue the “Cawhabe a few days longer, and 
left direGions accordingly. On my return 
to fee her four days after, I was furprifed 
at the alteration I found in her. She was 
lively, and attive---her pulfe was regular, 
and her belly. fubfided. The pains had 
ceafed ; and, in fhort, fhe was in every refpect | 
_ much better; and only complained of weak 
nefs. _The three or four laft dofes of Cow-. 
hage, which fhe had taken, produced no ef- 
feat; I therefore advifed, that it fhould be dif- 
continued for the prefent ; but recommended 
that a little fhould be given once a week, or 
twice in ten days, for fome time ae 
She continued well, 


Po SCA SE 


[66 ] 
Oe le: Ger nay ere AG: 


A negro boy, about the age of eleven, 
was once in two or three weeks, feized with 
a kind of fit, which commonly lafted for 
four or five hours, during which it was 
‘ufual for him to fhriek out with violence, 
and continue fo to do without interruption 
for feveral hours. This, the negroes, who 
are exceflively fuperftitious, attributed to 
the effects of obeah, as they call it---or 
witchcraft ; and upon this fuppofition, the 
boy grew worfe and worfe every. day, no 
methods being taken for his relief, except 
fuch as. the negroes themfelves applied,. by 
way of exorcifm, or charm. 

At laft, his fits becoming more frequent, 

the overfeer of the eftate, to which the boy 
~belonged, ordered that he fhould be brought — 
to me the next time he was fo feized. 

| When I faw him, he lay ftretched out on 
his back; his upper and lower extremities 
being quite motionlefs---but the abdomi- 
nal mufcles, and all’ thofe, concerned in re- 
{piration, feemed ‘to undergo an -unufual 


Bc degree 
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degree of agitation, and to appear.as if con- 
vulfed by his efforts in fhrieking. . His 
eyes appeared as if ready to ftart from their 
_ fockets, and his pulfe was SHI h and irre~_ 

gular. | | 

| firft ordered a warm bath to be got 
ready, into which he was to be put,.for an | 
| hour, and in the mean time, a common cly{- 
ter was adminiftered. I alfo direéted a fa- 
line draught, with twenty drops of tinétura 
thebaica, which I attempted to give him, | 
but he {pit the greateft part of sit, out... J 
then “prepared another, but had no occa- 
fion to give it, for, after he had been in the | 
bath about three quarters of an. hour, he 

became quiet, and fell afleep. He was then — 


taken out, and: laid in a clean, warm _ bed; 


where he flept foundly fxteen hours, with- 
out once awaking, though in that time 
feveral attempts were made to roufe him, 
but to no purpofe. His breathing was free 
and unopprefied, all the while, and his fleep, 
in all refpects, like that of a a perfon i in per- 
fect health. | 
J was at no lofs, from the fri, to guefs at 
the chief caufe of his complaint. His belly 
Pgs was 
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was prominentandveryhard. Hiseyes hadall | 
that peculiar languor to ‘be obferved ‘in thofe 
who have worms; his. noftrils were widely 
dilated, his lips whitith, and the upper lip — 
{welled, fo as to be in conta€t with his nofe ; 
his complexion, from a fhining jet black, 
was turned of a dirty yellow colour, lighteft 
about the eyes and mouth. In a word, I ° 
never faw a patient who had more evident 
fymptoms of worms. 

' A few hours after he had recovered from 
his fleep, I ordered him an emetic. During 
_ its operation, he felt fomething in his throat, 
which, he faid, tickled him, but which he 
could not bring up. However, at laft, 
he vomited up a worm, eight inches and a 
quarter in length, and in about two hours — 
afterwards, was difturbed by a fit of cough- 
ing, and the fame tickling fenfation felt be-_ 
fore. Ina little time, he coughed up a fe- 
‘cond worm, about five inches long. 

Next morning, I gave ‘him a table-fpoon- 
_ full of the Cowhage mixture ; and left or- 
ders that it fhould be given to him every 
‘morning until my return, which would be 
in three days. At the end-of that time, on 
hanes en- 


oe ee 

enquiry, I found: every dofe had been at» 
tended with furprizing effects, and -had — 
brought away a prodigious number of. 
worms, with a quantity of whitish matter, 
which appeared to be the mucus of the in- 
teftines, fecreted in greater abundance from 
the irritation, and confequent increafed pe« 
riftaltic motion. occafioned: by thefe deftruc- 
tive reptiles. 

I ordered a dofe of jalap, and eidcoes | 
tree-bark in powder, aa gr. xv. in Jij. of the 
decoction of the fame etaes be given, asa 
purge, on the fourth morning; and the 
Cowhage to be afterwards continued.as long 
as any worms were found to come away im 
the ftools. | 

In lefs than eight days, all the fymptoms 


abated, and in a few days more, the boy 


“was perfectly well, and able to go to his | 
work with alacrity. 


Coy oS Oo 


Mr. ‘fohn Edmonds, a aokskisaes on 
one of the eftates which I attended, 


whofe bufinefs it was to fee the directions, 
F 3 eg 
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Jeft in the hot-houfe book of the eftate, put 
in execution, obferving the good effects of the 
Cowitch, given to the negroes, in various 
worm cafes, took it into his head to take 
a little of it himfelf, in the way it was 
-ufually prefcribed, on a fuppofition, that he 
might have worms, though he.had no com~ 
plaint that indicated their exiftence. How- 
ever, after the firft dofe, he paffed one 
very large and lon g one---and after the third, 


_» he paffed three fmaller ones. He found no 


farther effe@ from a few fubfequent dofes, 
except, that he faid, it eafed a pain like the 
heart-burn, he often felt before, efpecially 
after meals. 

This perfon fometime ne went to live 
at a remote part of the ifland, from whence, 
in about two years afterwards, he wrote me 
a long letter, filled with eulogia on the 
virtues of Cowhage, and a lift of cafes in 
which it had been given with wonderful 
fuccefs. 


CASE 


Pee 
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— A young lady, aged 13, (the daughter of 
a gentleman in Kingfton) had from her in- 
fancy been very much fubje&t to worms, for 
which fhe had taken various medicines at dif- 
ferent times. About. the month of July, 
1779, fhe was fuddenly feized with convul- 
fions, as fhe was fitting at tea. ,The ufual 
remedies, fuch as fp. hartfhorn, afafcetida, 
_ &c. were applied, which relieved her for a 
-. time, | | 
_. She had been very much indulged in éating | 
| green fruit, unripe corn, and the like trafh. 
_ She had a hard tenfe belly, cough, ahd a moft 
voracious appetite. Her breath, and urine, 
were uncommonly feetid, and the latter {tained 
her linen of a light faffron colour, Her {tools 
had been very irregular; fometimes the was 
reduced by a diarrhcea, and at other times, 


an obftinate coftivenefs occafioned fevere 


pains in her head. She complained very 
frequently of griping pains about the um- 
bilical region ; hada quick, low pulfe; her 
eyes had a peculiar deadnefs ; but the young 

F 4 : | lady, 
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lady, inftead of being, as is ufually the cafe 
in complaints of this nature, oppreffed with 
laffitude, and averfe from all manner of ex- 
ercife, was always very lively and alert. 
From moft of the fymptoms, Ihad no doubt 
of her diforder proceeding from worms. 
This, though very plain, was laughed at 
by the young lady’s relations, who declared, 
that. it was impoflible fhe could have 
worms, as fhe had for a long time been 
_taking medicines. on that account; and, 
that though fubjeé& to them formerly, fhe 
had not paffed any for a long time. Thefe 
declarations, however, were by no means’ 
fufficient to convince me that they were not 
the caufe of her complaints, and with 
much difficulty I prevailed on the father of 
the young lady to let her take Cowhage, 
which perhaps would not have been com- 
plied with fo foon, had not another convul- 
five fit, the following day, threatened her | 
- dife, 
The firft dofe, to the amount of a tea=- 
{poonful, given at bed-time, had no. effect. | 
The night following, I gave two tea-{poont~ 
ful, and in the morning, a table-{poonfuh 
To- 


ae o ae 
Towards evening, fhe paffed two very large 
worms. On the morning of the third day, 
an ounce of caftor oil was given, which’ 
brought away an incredible number; fome _ 
_ alive, others dead. She had no return of 
her convulfions after the firft ‘dofe; but I 
thought it proper to continue the ufe of the 
Cowhage a few days longer. In lefs than a 
week, its good effects were manifeft. Her 
eyes regained their natural vivacity; her 
pulfe became regular; the hardnefs and 
fwelling of the belly were leffened, and by: 
degrees entirely difappeared, fo that in ai 
die time fhe canted a sia: {tate of 
3 health. 


OO oe ae 


Charles Thompfon, a cabin-boy belonging 
to a fhip in the Weft-India trade, was, foon 
after her departure from England, for the 


- Welft-Indies, attacked with violent eriping 


pains in the bowels.---His face and lips 
were exceeding pale, and he was confideéra- 
bly emaciated; nothing could perfuade him 
__ to ftir out of his hammock, or take any kind 
‘of 


sr ae 

of exercife. He flept almoft continually, 
and eat voracioufly.---As he had fome fe- 
verith {ymptoms when he firft applied to 
me, I gave him an emetic, which brought 
off a great .quantity of bilious matter 
from his ftomach, but did not relieve the 
gnawing pain that he complained of. A few 
grains of magnefia, with rhubarb, pro-_ 
cured him fome {tools the next day, but 
did not-at all contribute to eafe the pain. 

Not doubting, from the fymptoms, that 
worms were the chief caufes of his tom- 
plaint, I gave him, for four or five morn- 
ings fucceflively, a table-fpoonful, and fome- 
times two, of the Cawhage mixture. After 
the very firft dofe, the pain in his bowels 
went off---and in about a week the boy re- 
turned to his duty as well as ever. 


a 
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- Yfames Gilmour, a carpenter, aged 27, of 
an athletic make, and {trong conftitution, 
from an exceffive and continual itching at his 
nofe, imagined he had worms ; and applied 


to me for relief. His other fymptoms were 
great 


ae | 
great thirft, feverith heat, and frequent fluth- 


ings in the face. He had no appetite, and) — 


often vomited after eating. He was feldom 
free from a diarrhea, and often complained . 
of pains in his bowels and fide; his — 
_ tongue was foul, and he had a fixed pain in 

his head. oe aay 

The firft evening he came to me, Fors 
de ed him a gentle emetic, of vin. ipecacoan. 
and an ounce of ol. ricini, to — taken Fe 
following morning. 

After I had Jenteal the inteftines by 
thefe evacuations, I gave him a {mall quan- 
tity of the electuary of Cowhage made in 
the ufual manner, with directions how to 
take it. 

According to thefe ditesioné. he was 
not to have taken any, until the morning) 
after the purge; but he was fo impa- 
tient to get rid of his troublefome inmates, 
as he faid, that he took a dofe of it, the fame 
night, and a fecond, early the next morning. 
He complained, that the medicine occafi- 
oned a very difagreeable. tickling in his 
mouth ; and on enquiry, I found that he 
had feparated the fete from their vehicle, 


and 
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and after fucking and: {wallowing the me= — 
Jaffes, had {pit moft part of the Cowhage 
_ out.---This ele€tuary had been kept a good 
while; and from the heat of the weather — 
w. grown thin, and difpofed to ferment. 
"However, I made him. a freth quantity with | 
very thick treacle, defiring him to obferve 
the former directions. This gave no unea- 
finefs in fwallowing, or at leaft, very lit- 
fle ioe. 

Two days after, he fent to me, requefting 
Twould go to fee him. I was afraid he was 
—worfe, but was agreeably furprifed to find 
him extremely well. He told me, he had 
fent to me, to fhew me the effects of the 
medicine, and produced near half a pint 
of worms, which he had difcharged: by ftool 
_ that morning, and had paffed' as many more 
the preceding day. 

- Ftold him to continue the ele@tuary as 
long as he perceived any worms to come 
_away in his ftools, but no more being ‘dif- 
charged after the fourth or fifth dofe, he 
difcontinued it, and was, inafhort time, per- 
feétly free from all his complaints. 
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Chicabertaiall having bet beige e. 
noured with feveral letters from Medical 


" Gentlemen, requefting that he. would inform 


./ them where the StrzoLorrum was to. be had, as” 


+ their application for it to their’ Druggifts in Lon- a 


‘don, and elfewhere, had been unfuccefsful ;—In 


order that thofe Gentlemen, and others, defrous 
of proving the Efficacy of the Medicine recoms 


mended in this Treatife, may have an opportu- 


nity of giving it afair Trial, Mr. Chamberlaine 


____ refpectfully informs them, _ that it is to be had at 

his houfe, No. 29, ~ Aylefbury- Street, Clerken- 
well; and that it may become more generally 
ufeful, it is difpenfed by him, ata price that will 
bring it within the reach of every one, viz. 


Cowlane: in the Pod, 2s. 6d. per Gunce, = 

Prepared Cowhage, or: the Setas STIZOLOBIT, 

‘taken from: the Pod, 5s. 6d. per Drachm, 
or Two Guineas per Ounce. 


— Bleétuary of Cowhage, {fli per Ounce, oF 


3s. 6d. per Pot, containing 4 Ounces, 
Vermifuge Balls of Cowhage for deftroying 
Worms in Horfes, tos, 6d. po Box. 
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